Important Dates for NCLC This Month
Sunday School each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Worship each Sunday at 9:45 a.m.
Each Tuesday beginning at 7:00 p.m. — Zoom Bible Study
Each Thursday beginning at 10:30 a.m. — Bible Study and Prayer
Sunday, December 1 — 1* Sunday of Advent
Food Donation
Tuesday, December 3 — Old Men’s Breakfast 9:00 a.m. at Timberwoods
Sunday December 8 — Morganton Combined Choirs Christmas Concert, First Baptist Church in
Morganton at 5:00 p.m. New Covenant’s own Mary Dawn and Angela will be singing this year.
Wednesday, December 11 — Council Meeting 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 14 — Hanging of the Greens 10:00 a.m.
Saturday, December 21 — Men’s meeting 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday, December 24 — Christmas Eve Worship 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 29 — Worship with Lessons and Carols

December Birthdays
e David Williams -7
e Debbie Little— 8
o Lloyd Wallace —12
e Kristen Keller — 20
e Nora Raymond -21
e Rick Watts - 22
Please let us know if we have missed any birthdays.

Evening Bible Study

| Tuesday evening Bible Study continues at 7:00 p.m. through Zoom. Discussions are
/E interesting and informative. Check it out! Check your email for a link to participate,
sent from Beverly. This study continues on the Gospel of Mark.

Annual Congregational Meeting

The annual meeting was held on Sunday, November10. The proposed 2025 budget was reviewed,
discussed and accepted. Two council members were elected — Pam Henderson and Al Hermanson.
Quez Little and Angela Williams had completed their terms of office and were thanked for their
service to New Covenant.
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From the desk of Pastor Weisner...
From Martin Luther, on the Grandeur and Omnipresence of Christ...

It is our belief, of course, as the Scriptures teach us, that our Lord Jesus Christ is in essence and by
nature true God, and “in him the fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily,” as St. Paul says in
Colossians 2[:9]. Thus, apart from Christ there is simply no God or Godhead at all, as he himself also
says in John 16 [sic: 14:9f.], “Philip, he who has seen me has seen the Father. Do you not believe that
the Father is in me and | am in him?” All right, Christ walks on earth, and the entire Godhead is in
him in person and in essence on earth. Now tell me: How can it be true at one and the same time
that God is entirely present, personally and essentially, in Christ on earth in his mother’s womb, yes,
in the crib, in the temple, in the wilderness, in cities, in houses, in the garden, in the field, on the
cross, in the grave, etc., yet nonetheless also in heaven in the Father’s bosom? If this is true and
undeniably consistent with the faith that the Godhead itself is essentially and personally present in
Christ on earth in so many places, and yet at the same time in heaven with the Father, it follows that
he is everywhere at the same time, and essentially and personally fills heaven and earth and
everything with his own nature and majesty, in accordance with the Scriptures, Jeremiah 22
[sic:23:23 f.], “I fill heaven and earth, and am a God near at hand,” and Psalm 139[:7], “Whither shall
| flee from thy presence?”

Luther, M. (1999, c1961). Vol. 37: Luther's works, vol. 37: Word and Sacrament Ill (J. J. Pelikan, H. C. Oswald &
H. T. Lehmann, Ed.). Luther's Works (Vol. 37, Page 61-62). Philadelphia: Fortress Press.

IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON
“And the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father,
David, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Luke 1:30-33



Hanging of the Greens

Mark your calendar for December 14 at 10 AM to join in the festive decorating
of the church as we prepare the Lord’s house for Christmas guests. Wreaths will
be hung. Chrismons will be placed on the tree, including several new ones made
during the recent Chrismon Class. Pastries before and pizza after decorating.
This is a fun event as we work together in Christian fellowship.

New Covenant Men’s Meeting
MEN’S i The next meeting of men of the congregation will be on Saturday, December
M ]]S, Y 21 at 9:00 a.m. This is a chance for men of faith to join together in
J conversation. There will be a brief devotion and then time to have some man
talk. Please feel free to join us. Call Allan Hermanson if you have any questions.

men helping men be men. |

856-430-3671.

Food Pantry Donations

We will continue to collect non-perishable foods monthly. Especially needed are canned meats,
peanut butter, ready to eat items, and snack items individually wrapped (children love these). Some
boxed items require milk or eggs to prepare. Some families do not have sufficient storage for
perishable items. Powdered milk or eggs or evaporated milk can meet that need.

ood for Thought

Hope in the heart puts a smile on the face.

Share the Warmth

We are beginning to wear warmer clothes these cooler days. Many KEEP OUR COMMUNITY WARM THIS WINTER
are without this warm clothing to help them get through the cold A |
winter months, especially those who lost so much during the ravages ‘ e ‘
of hurricane Helene. As you change to warmer clothes, put aside }( ~v ® 5%

those gently used gloves, hats, scarves and coats, and blankets and DONATE WINTER CLOTHING!
bring them to church to donate to BUCM or to the disaster relief efforts in the mountains of NC. Let’s
share the warmth as the weather gets colder.

New Covenant Choir
Makea ) It was surprising and heartwarming to have so many gather around the piano to learn
the new litany for Ad vent. We are a singing congregation. Let’s gather again after
3 Uﬂfvm',wise worship, starting January 5, to form an impromptu choir and see where the Spirit leads
| us. Many voices make joyful noises.
== Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into
his presence with singing! (Psalm 100:1-5)

Dear New Covenant Lutheran

Thank you so much for your gifts, both for our wedding and now for our baby. Your support has been

a wonderful thing in this busy year and we truly appreciate it. We’d love for you all to meet our little

Julien sometime soon! Thank you again from the Little Family.
Jaimie, Greg, and Julien

“IDENTITY IN MISSION” WORKSHOP (Now What?)

Twenty members gathered on Saturday, November 16, to begin the workshop
to help us identify our vision and hopes for the future of New Covenant

Lutheran Church. A few more joined on Sunday after worship. Together we
worked to figure out who and what we want to be. We were encouraged to

“dream big!” The two-day workshop resulted in goals and objectives being
identified, along with some tactics to move us toward those goals. Now it’s time for the rubber to
meet the road as we put some action into those tactics and objectives.

Our Support for Family in Need

Mom has four-month old twin baby girls and a 17-year-old son. Her home and some of her
belongings were damaged in the hurricane winds and floods. She is living with extended family as
her home is currently not habitable and the insurance company is not being cooperative. She has
been given information for Legal Aid in attempts to help her with this. Below is her "wish list.” A
Walmart gift card was purchased with a $200 cash donation and delivered to the Pregnancy care
Center for her and her family for critical needs and to help with a Thanksgiving meal. We would like
to bless this family with help over the holidays. Any donations of items below will be given to the
family and Christmas gifts for the children will be wrapped and delivered to the Pregnancy Care
Center for them as well.

PJs for son (5’3” and slim) youth large/men’s small
Socks for son

Baby girl clothes 6-9 months
Baby girl dresses

Baby socks Toilet paper
Baby blankets Trash bags

Baby walker Liquid detergent
Baby wash Toothpaste
Diaper rash paste Toothbrushes

Paper towels
Dishwashing liquid

Baby toys for the girls
Flushable wipes

Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me. (Matthew 25:40)



