Bible Study Opportunities

Lutheran father Philip Melanchthon said, “God is found nowhere outside of his Word or
without his Word.” St. Paul told us on the first Sunday of Lent that “The Word is near
you, in your mouth and in your heart...if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Here at
New Covenant, we have opportunities to hear that Word other than at Sunday worship.

Adult Sunday School meets each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. This is a lay-led discussion
examining various books in the Bible.

Tuesday evening a one-hour Zoom Bible study is led by Pastor Weisner beginning at
7:00 p.m. We are currently looking at the Gospel of Mark. No need to leave your
house. Join us on your computer, your tablet or your phone. Click on the link sent
by Beverly, join the discussion and learn more about our Lord.

Thursday morning hosts a text study of that week’s Sunday Scripture. It begins at
10:30 a.m. and lasts until the discussion concludes, usually around 11:30, and is
followed by prayer time for those who wish to stay. There is lots of lively discussion,
challenges to Pastor Weisner, and good fellowship. Join us and see how God is
working at New Covenant.

Come close to God and he will come close to you. (James 4:8) Let’s draw closer to God
together!

Easter

We celebrate Christ's resurrection on Sunday, April 20. Let us rejoice in his victory over
sin and death. Join us as we gather in worship and praise, proclaiming the good news of
the risen Savior and releasing our Alleluias. May his resurrection renew our spirits and
inspire us to share his love with all!

"He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where
he lay." (Matthew 28:6)
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From the desk of Pastor Weisner...
Lenten Meditation: "Obedience to God's Will"

The greatest offering we can present to the Lord is our self. We cannot do this without giving up our
own will. We learn to do this through obedience, and obedience we learn through practice....

Besides fasting we have other teachers to whom we can show obedience. They meet us at every
step in our daily life, if we only recognize their voices. Your wife wants you to take your raincoat with
you: do as she wishes, to practice obedience. Your fellow-worker asks you to walk with her a little
way: go with her to practice obedience. Wordlessly the infant asks for care and companionship: do
as it wishes as far as you can, and thus practice obedience. A novice in a monastic cloister could not
find more opportunity for obedience than you in your own home. And likewise at your job and in
your dealings with your neighbor.

—Tito Colliander, Way of the Ascetics

April 13 — Palm Sunday worship we will process with palms.
April 17 — Maundy Thursday service at 6:00 p.m.
April 18 — Good Friday service at 6:00 p.m.
April 20 — Resurrection Celebration



Important Dates for NCLC This Month
Sunday School each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Worship each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
Each Tuesday beginning at 7:00 p.m. — Zoom Bible Study
Each Thursday beginning at 10:30 a.m. — Bible Study and Prayer
Tuesday, April 1 — Old Men’s Breakfast 9:00 a.m. at Timberwoods
Sunday, April 6 — Food Donation Sunday
Wednesday, April 16 — Council Meeting 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 19 — Men’s Ministry 9:00 a.m. at church
Wednesday, April 23 — NCLC Women at 1:00 p.m.
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Please let us know if we have missed any birthdays.

April Birthdays

”( Confession and repentance don’t restore our salvation, because Christ’s death on
. i the cross settled that forever. Instead, they restore the relationship we enjoyed
(ﬂ"v with God before sin interrupted our fellowship.

Outreach — Helping Others in Need

New Covenant is a generous, loving community of faith. We not only care for and support one
another, but we reach out to our neighbors. Meals have been supplied to those having cancer
treatments. Each month we provide non-perishable food items to a local food pantry. During the
Christmas season, we provided gifts, clothing and cash to a family impacted by hurricane Helene.
That support continued through the end of March. Each year we have assembled Flood Buckets and
other disaster response kits for the NALC Disaster Response program. If you are in need or know of
someone in need, please let Pastor Weisner know. We want to help where help is needed both
inside and outside of our congregation.

Adopted Family Update
- The Social Worker from the Pregnancy Care Center of Burke wanted to share that
;n‘x@]nk our "Adopted Family" is doing much better, Mom has a new job and wanted our
& 3> Congregation to know that she feels so thankful and blessed. She asked to "send
y@'l! a big Thank You hug" to everyone who supported her with donations and prayer.
She asked that we continue to keep her and her family in prayer.

New Covenant Partners with Glen Alpine Food Pantry
GAFP has been dedicated to God as a service of grace. Jesus is seen in each
person who visits the pantry and is treated with compassion and respect. By
offering clients help when they need it, GAFP hopes they leave filled with God’s
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In recent months, GAFP provided over 26,000 pounds of food each

- «~  month to over 1000 people in more than 450 households. The provided

food includes non-perishables as well as milk, fruits and vegetables, bread, baked

grace and love.
goods and meat.

New Covenant has been invited to partner with them in their efforts to feed needy families. This was
confirmed at a recent Council meeting. We at New Covenant have been supporting GAFP through
our donations of non-perishable food items each month. Partnering with them means a
commitment of our Time, Talent, and Treasure.

e Time: Volunteers help with the work of the pantry. (Sort and pre-bag fresh produce; pre pack
non-perishables into boxes; cart pre-packed boxes from food pantry to client pick-up point in
parking lot, etc.)

e Talent: A representative on the Board of Directors. (Angela Williams has agreed to fill this
need initially.)

e Treasure: Gather food to donate to the pantry and pledge regular monetary support. (We
are already doing this and have contributed our Souper Bowl monetary donations to them.)

Additional information about the Glen Alpine Food Pantry, the services they provide, and what
volunteers do to help in on the bulletin board. A Volunteer Application will need to be completed
for anyone from New Covenant who wants to be a part of this important ministry. Applications are
on the table in the entry. Please consider being a volunteer!
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in. Matthew 25:35

Upcoming Events and Opportunities

Carolinas Lutheran Women

The spring Convocation will be held on May 2 & 3. All women are invited and encouraged to
participate in this fun event. Registration is $10 and lunch is included. There will be a service project,
an informative program and lots of fellowship. Additional information will be available in the weekly
bulletins or ask Debbie Little for further details.

National Day of Prayer
National Day of Prayer is Thursday May 1st. There will be a community prayer service held outdoors
in Drexel. More details will be shared as they are finalized.



