Important Dates for NCLC This Month

Sunday School each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.

Worship each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

Each Tuesday beginning at 7:00 p.m. — Zoom Bible Study

Each Thursday beginning at 10:30 a.m. — Bible Study and Prayer
Sunday, February 2 — Food Donation Sunday

Tuesday, February 4 — Old Men’s Breakfast 9:00 a.m. at Timberwoods
Sunday, February 9 — Souper Bowl of Caring & Social after worship
Wednesday, February 12 — Council Meeting 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 15 — Men’s Ministry 9:00 a.m. at church
Wednesday, February 26 — NCLC Women at 1:00 p.m.

February Birthdays
e Howy Copenhaver — 17"
e Pam Henderson —22™
e Cynthia Lange — 22"
Please let us know if we have missed any birthdays.

Looking Ahead

On Sunday, March 2, we will celebrate Mardi Gras with yet another opportunity to join as
e U community in fellowship. This will be our representation of Shrove Tuesday as we
&N&\*@ devour sweets, snacks, etc. Be sure to wear purple, green and gold (Mardi Gras colors).

:,ﬂ A Wednesday, March 5, is Ash Wednesday — the beginning of Lent.

though
OO Kindness is the oil that takes the friction out of life.

Thank you

Dear Angela and New Covenant Lutheran Church Congregation. We wanted to tell you how grateful
we and our client are for the generous gifts you provided for this family in need. She was truly in awe
and all | could say to her was, “God sees you. You are not alone!”

So, church, thank you, thank you for partnering with us.

With much love and admiration,
The staff at Pregnancy Care Center
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From the desk of Pastor Weisner...

Anniversary for the Largest International Sermon Website Goettinger Predigten (GP) or Sermons
from Goettingen is the most enduring international website producing online Lutheran sermons.
Founded in 1997 by Dr. Ulrich Nembach, a Lutheran pastor and professor at Georg August University
in Goettingen, Germany, the website publishes full sermons in five languages for Sundays and
occasional festivals during the church year. Although writers use German, Danish, Spanish and
Portuguese for their sermons, the most widely-read ones are those published in English.

Some experiments were done with Slovak and Swalhili.

The current editor of the English-language sermons is the Rev. Dr. Samuel Zumwalt, pastor of St.
Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Wilmington, North Carolina. Pastor Zumwalt, with 42 years of service
to the church behind him, solicits sermons from some twenty Lutheran pastors around the United
States, some of whom have written for GP for many years. The English language division for GP was
begun in 2003 by the Rev. Dr. David Zersen, then in Austin, Texas. A former student at Goettingen, he
assembled four Austin pastors who began offering English sermons: Samuel Zumwalt, Walter Harms,
Luke Bouman and Zersen himself. In 2015, now retired, Zersen asked Dr. Zumwalt to direct the
English language section of GP.

At the university in Goettingen, Dr. Nembach used a tracking device to determine how many
sermons were download each Sunday and in which countries. His original intent in developing
GP was to provide in a modern format what Luther himself had devised in 1531. The now famous
Hauspostille or home devotions were intended to be read by families at home. Nembach

said, however, that he was “dismayed to discover that in the U.S. preachers often downloaded
GP’s sermons at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday morning”!

In 2017, Dr. Nembach turned over the responsibilities for maintaining the website to Dr. Thomas
Schlag, a Lutheran pastor who is the Director of “Digital Religion(s), Communication,

Interaction and Transformation in the Digital Society” at the University of Zurich in Switzerland.
His staff monitors the sermons that are sent in from all over the world. Thousands of users,
clergy as well as laity, use it on a regular basis.



The Rev. Andrew F. Weisner, Ph.D., a veteran pastor in the Hickory, North Carolina area, now
serving the North American Lutheran Church and professor for the NALC seminary, currently
the pastor for New Covenant Lutheran Church in Morganton, NC, is a regular contributor to the
Goettingen sermon series.

To read sermons in this series, go to: https://www.theologie.uzh.ch/apps/qpi.

Church and Community Outreach

— Adopted Family

At the Commission meeting in January, we decided to continue our support of the family we
adopted at Christmas. Help with the car payment will be offered for the next few months. Additional
monetary donations were recently received for this family.

- Souper Bowl of Caring, February 9

Our youth will be collecting money for the food banks in Burke County. Be sure to
" bring some cash! A social hour after worship will include soup, chili, and snacks.
Bring your appetite and join in a time of food, fun and fellowship. The
congregation is challenged to use this event to make a difference in Burke County
for hunger, with monetary and food item donations! We were able to collect
almost $400 last year and about 70 pounds of food - lets beat that this year!!!

— Food Donations Monthly non-perishable food donations to local Burke County food banks will
continue, in addition to the Souper Bowl of Caring. Nonperishable food items were taken to Glen
Alpine food pantry - we had over 130 pounds! The Director said that most boxes they distribute are
approximately 10 pounds - so this would mean we were able to provide about 13 families a box of
food with our donations. This is a very clear way to see the impact we make with these donations -
— Disaster Response: Fires in California

The best way to help those affected by the fires in California is to send monetary donations and gift
cards.

Send Gift cards (Walmart, Lowes, Home Depot, Tractor Supply) to:

OF ' CARING

NALC Disaster Response Warehouse
16500 Noble Ave.,
Caldwell, OH 43724

Monetary Donations:
Write checks to: North American Lutheran Church Memo: Disaster Response
North American Lutheran Church
2113 Harwood Road, Suite 309, PMB 409
Bedford, TX 76021-4703
Or online https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZHRP/home and look for the Disaster Response option.
You can also go to www.thenalc.org, then select “giving.” From there, select Disaster Response.

Call Committee Update

As previously shared, your Call Committee has received another Pastoral Profile from a candidate
seeking a congregation. The committee members have been busy reviewing the profile, speaking
with the candidate and planning a discussion with the candidate early in February over Zoom. We
ask you to pray for us and for the candidate that we may discern God'’s purpose in bringing us
together.

To remind you how this works, here is the next part of the process: If interest continues with both
the pastor and NCLC, a face-to-face meeting will be scheduled. Once the Call Committee agrees on a
candidate, the Council will be advised and arrangements will be made to meet the pastor and the
pastor’s family. Additional meetings will be held with the candidate, the Call Committee and the
Council. The pastor will lead a worship service with the congregation and have a time for discussion
after worship.

If the Call Committee and the Council agree on the candidate, a Congregational Meeting will be held
to vote on extending a call. And that’s the process in a nutshell.

Keep praying for us, for this pastor who is seeking a congregation, and for the Holy Spirit to continue
to guide and direct us. It has been clear to us through this process that the Holy Spirit is leading it.
We are trying to keep up!

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who

have been called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28)

The Origins of Valentine's Day and the Story of St. Valentine

As February rolls around and love starts to fill the air, we often forget the deeper roots of Valentine's
Day—a day that has evolved from its historical and religious origins to a celebration of love and
affection. Here, we uncover the story of St. Valenti 1d how this day came to be synonymous with
romance. vl :

Who was St. Valentine? The history of St{Valentine is as gaptivating as it is mysterious. According to
the Catholic Church, there were multiple St. Valentinesgfho were martyred, and the two most

famous are: = e '
Va/enﬁWR}ne durin irdCentury, St. Valéw ine Emperor Claudius

II's ban on marriages, secretly marrying couples to spare husbands from war. Upon discovery, he was
arrested and put to death.

Valentine of Terni: A bishop who was also martyred by Claudius Il for his faith and dedication to
performing marriages.

Stories of these saints often blend together, painting St. Valentine as a sympathetic, heroic, and
romantic figure. Though the truth remains shrouded in legend, the essence of St. Valentine's story—
of courage, love, and faith—has persisted through the centuries. In our church community, we
recognize Valentine’s Day while remembering the love of Christ showered on us each and every day.
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