Important Dates for NCLC This Month

Sunday School each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.

Worship each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

Each Tuesday beginning at 7:00 p.m. — Zoom Bible Study

Each Thursday beginning at 10:30 a.m. — Bible Study and Prayer

Sunday, March 2 — Food Donation Sunday, Mardi Gras celebration

Tuesday, March 4 — Old Men’s Breakfast 9:00 a.m. at Timberwoods

Wednesday, March 5 — Ash Wednesday service with imposition of ashes at 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 9 — Spring Forward! Daylight Saving Time begins g
Wednesday, March 12 — Council Meeting 6:00 p.m. %W&«
Thursday, March 13 — Lenten service at 1:00 p.m. ){,«W‘f{ @
Saturday, March 15 — Men’s Ministry 9:00 a.m. at church Ny
Thursday, March 20 — Lenten service at 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 26 — NCLC Women at 1:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 27 — Lenten service at 1:00 p.m.

March Birthdays
e A’Nyra Montgomery — 4"
e  Eric Stuenkel — 10™
e AsherKeller — 19"
e Kamara Reade — 20"
Please let us know if we have missed any birthdays.

Call Committee Update

We have recently revised our Congregational Profile, updating the membership statistics, rewording
our mission and vision statements, adding the current budget, and (we hope) making it a more
positive and interesting statement. A copy is posted on the bulletin board in the hallway.

Meanwhile, the conversation with the latest candidate is on pause as the candidate considers how
the Holy Spirit is speaking and where it is leading. We are doing the same.

We ask that you continue to pray for us. That “us” includes Julie Copenhaver, Shawn Keller, Conrad
Raymond, Lloyd Wallace, Beverly Watts and me, Dianne Hermanson. We know the Holy Spirit is very
active in this process for us and the pastor the Lord has chosen for us. Your prayers support and
encourage us.

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be
built up.” (Ephesians 4:11-12))
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From the desk of Pastor Weisner...

Below is a passage by Martin Luther writing in the Large Catechism (1529) on faith and "Infant
Baptism"...

We say that we are not so much concerned to know whether the person baptized believes or not; for
on that account Baptism does not become invalid; but everything depends upon the Word and
command of God. This now is perhaps somewhat acute, but it rests entirely upon what | have said,
that Baptism is nothing else than water and the Word of God in and with each other, that is, when
the Word is added to the water, Baptism is valid, even though faith be wanting. For my faith does not
make Baptism, but receives it. Now, Baptism does not become invalid even though it be wrongly
received or employed; since it is not bound (as stated) to our faith, but to the Word.

For even though a Jew should to-day come dishonestly and with evil purpose, and we should baptize
him in all good faith, we must say that his baptism is nevertheless genuine. For here is the water
together with the Word of God, even though he does not receive it as he should, just as those who
unworthily go to the Sacrament receive the true Sacrament, even though they do not believe.

(Source: https://bookofconcord.org/large-catechism/holy-baptism/#lc-iv-0052 )

My thanks to you all for living your baptismal vocations: worshiping God, and serving others!
"The peace of the Lord be with you..."

The Pastor

Baby Blessings!

Pastor Weisner and Claudia became grandparents again. Their grandson James is now a Big Brother.
Baby Elizabeth was born at 1:48 a.m. on February 18, debuting at 7 Ibs. 15 ounces. Both baby and
mom Alexis are doing well. The congregation is having a virtual baby shower by collecting monetary
gifts and gift cards. If you would like to contribute either a gift card (Walmart, Amazon) or money,
please give to Karen Duncan or Beverly Watts by Sunday, March 9.


https://bookofconcord.org/large-catechism/holy-baptism/#lc-iv-0052

Church and Community Outreach

— Adopted Family

New Covenant has been supporting a needy family since last Thanksgiving, calling them our
“Adopted Family”. They were found through the Pregnancy Care Center of Burke (PCCOB). The mom
had newborn twin baby girls and a teenage son and was having a very hard time. Because of damage
to her home from Hurricane Helene, they were unable to live in that home and were staying with
family. New Covenant provided a gift certificate to help her and her family with the cost of a
Thanksgiving meal, purchased Christmas gifts for her, the son, and two little baby girls, provided a
cash gift for the family for Christmas, and have assisted with a couple of car payments and an
overdue gas bill. Because of confidentiality issues, we do not know many personal details about this
family, but according to the Pregnancy Care Center Social Worker, this mom is a “Godly woman” and
“fell to her knees in tears at the generous Christmas gifts” and monetary support and was also very
appreciative of the devotion books purchased for her as a gift.

On January 28", Pastor Weisner and Angela Williams attended a Pastors’ Appreciation breakfast at
Timberwoods restaurant sponsored by the PCCOB. The Church was invited as a thank you, but also
as an education session for area churches. Pastor and Angela were able to meet other church
supporters and hear from the Center’s Director and Finance Officer about their services and ongoing
needs. Below is information about the Center and how they help our community. They are in need of
our prayers, time, and monetary support as we are able to provide. Some area churches have them
in their mission budget, some do periodic “baby showers” for the agency, others do the baby bottle
change collection — the possibilities are endless!

The Pregnancy Care Center of Burke

MISSION STATEMENT - The PCCOB is a Christ-centered ministry which partners with and provides
life-affirming care to our community.

The PCCOB is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. They do not bill for any of their services to insurance
providers or clients. They do receive some grant funding but those are limited. Their main source of
revenue is their church partners and community donors. All of their services are available at no cost
with no questions asked. They can provide free pregnancy testing, ultrasounds, educational
materials, supplies, and support!

In the past 5 years

2019 2024

4 employees 3 FT employees, 4 PT employees — 1 grant funded

Small office in Drexel Larger medical office in Morganton

1,467 visits 2, 948 visits

1 abortion minded patient 38 abortion minded patients with 20 lives saved!

One of the most interesting classes PCCOB offers is one about “How to be a Godly Father” to the
dads. They are not just a place that provides diapers and formula — they are a community resource
and support for the sanctity of life.

ALSO - Mark your calendars for Saturday October 18th. In an effort to raise awareness and help their
monetary struggles, PCCOB are having their first “Buke County Day for Life” event in the parking lot
of Burkemont Baptist Church. There will be a walk/run, music, games, food, etc. They are looking for
event sponsorship (maybe our name and logo added to the t-shirts they will be selling?), race/walk
participants, volunteers to provide music and games, vendors, and most of all a huge Church
member presence and turn out! As the Director said, “What would it look like if Burke County came
together for life?”

Thanks, New Covenant Brothers and Sisters for all you have done and continue to do for this
wonderful program!! (Angela Williams)

— Food Donations Monthly non-perishable food donations to local Burke County food banks will
continue. At the Super Bowl of Caring, we gathered 166 pounds of non-perishable food and
collected $370 to help those in need. Let us continue to bless those less fortunate in our community!

Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday)
On Sunday, March 2, we will celebrate Mardi Gras with yet another opportunity to join
S as a community in fellowship. This will be our representation of Shrove Tuesday as we
&%\%ZL\% devour sweets, snacks, etc. Be sure to wear purple, green and gold (Mardi Gras colors).
'-:'.. 2y Mardi Gras was the day to clear your pantries of sweets and fats in preparation for the
. tradition of fasting during Lent.

Lenten Schedule g%a

March 5 — Ash Wednesday service with imposition of ashes at 6:00 p.m. ¥

March 13 — April 10 — Lenten services each Thursday at 1:00 p.m. Each service will begin with prayer
time and include a session on Lutheranism with a different topic each week.

April 13 — Palm Sunday worship will have a processional with palms.

April 17 — Maundy Thursday service at 6:00 p.m.

April 18 — Good Friday service at 6:00 p.m.
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