Important Dates for NCLC This Month
Sunday School each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Worship each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. — Bible Study via Zoom
Each Thursday beginning at 10:30 a.m. — Bible Study and Prayer
Sunday, January 4 — Food Donation Sunday
Tuesday, January 6— Old Men’s Breakfast at 9:00 a.m. at Timberwoods
Wednesday, January 14 — Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 15 — Card Making Class at 12:30 p.m.
Saturday, January 17 — Men’s Ministry 9:00 a.m. at church
January 28 — NCLC Women's meeting at 1:00 p.m.

— Church and Community Life meeting at 2:00 p.m.

Birthdays
t John Parker — 6%
t Quez Little — 24™
If we missed your birthday, please let Beverly or Dianne know.

Call Committee Update
Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the famer waits for the
previous fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You
also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. (James 5:7-8)

We strive to make disciples; we invite people to worship, Sunday School, and other church activities.
We think we’ve made a connection with someone and surely, they will show up for worship on
Sunday. But they don’t. So we try again. And we get frustrated and impatient because all those seeds
we’ve so diligently tried to plant don’t seem to be producing anything. But that’s where we must be
like the farmer who plants the seeds and waits. We wait for God to nourish those seeds and answer
our prayers. We wait for God to produce fruit from those seeds. It might take years, and that’s hard.
Why? Because we are impatient, but God calls us to be patient as we wait on and for the Lord.
(Paraphrased from Listening for the Promise 12/14/25)

It has been two years since the Call Committee first met and began the process of seeking a pastor
for New Covenant. During that time, there have been many meetings and discussions, a couple of
interviews, much prayer, and waiting. The committee will meet later in January to revise our
Congregational Profile that interested pastors review in hopes of finding a connection that works for
the pastor and the congregation. In the meantime, we ask for your continued prayers as the process
continues.

F‘QQ God is never in a hurry but always on time!
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Our Next Chapter, Rooted in Faith

Six years ago, a group of individuals stepped out in faith, trusting the Holy Spirit to guide them.
Leaving the ELCA was not a small decision. It required courage, prayer, sacrifice, and a trust that God
was calling them into something new. Like Abraham, we moved forward “not knowing where we
were going” (Hebrews 11:8), confident only that God would be faithful.

Now we rejoice in a powerful milestone on that journey: the purchase of our own facility for
worship and ministry. This accomplishment is more than buildings and space. It is a testimony to
perseverance, unity, and faithful obedience. In a relatively short period of time, God has led all of us
from uncertainty into stability, from borrowed space into a place we can truly call home.
Throughout these past six years, God has continually provided what was needed—through generous
hearts, steady leadership, volunteer hours, and prayers, spoken and silent. As the psalmist declares,
“The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy” (Psalm 126:3).

Having our own space means exciting new possibilities. It allows us to worship freely, to gather
more fully and more often, and to expand ministries that serve both New Covenant and the wider
community—our neighbors. It becomes a place where more children will learn, prayers will
continue, relationships will deepen, and lives will be uplifted, supported and encouraged.

As we begin this new year, we do so with grateful hearts and hopeful anticipation. This building is
not the finish line—it is a starting point. The same faith that carried us through the past six years will
continue to guide us as we grow and serve together. “Being confident of this, that He who began a
good work in you will carry it on to completion” (Philippians 1:6). Thank you to everyone who helped
make this possible—those who gave sacrificially, those who served tirelessly, and those who prayed
faithfully. Each act of faith mattered. Together, we have followed God’s call.

May this new home be a place of welcome, healing, worship, and mission. And may we never forget
that, while walls give us shelter, it is the people of God who make the church. With gratitude for the
past and hope for the future, we take this next step on our journey together—trusting the God who
brought us this far to lead us forward still.



We Moved! And We Celebrated!




Ministry Opportunities

Glen Alpine Food Pantry — New Covenant donated 218 pounds of food to the Glen Alpine Food

Pantry for the month of December. This brings our total donated for the year to 1633 pounds! This is

an average of 136 pounds per month! Thanks to everyone for their generosity to this wonderful

community ministry!

Pregnancy Care Center — On Monday, December 15th, Angela Williams delivered the carload of gifts

for the Adopted Family from the Pregnancy Care Center and placed them under the Agency tree for

the family to pick up later that day. The Social Worker was overwhelmed and

@ grateful for the support to the family. She said "I have never worked with a mom
who is trying harder than this mom to get her life on track. She is working so

hard and this is such a blessing!"

As a congregation, we were able to get this mother and her three boys each a
complete clothing outfit, including shoes, coats and pajamas. The boys all
received numerous toys, balls, books, and games. Mom received a devotion
book, toiletries, and candles. We also provided a $200 Walmart gift card and a
$200 Food Lion gift card to them for any other needs that might arise. Thanks to all who purchased
items and donated!

New Card Making Class Offered

Beginning Thursday, January 15 at 12:30 p.m. (the 3™ Thursday monthly), Debbie Little will offer a
FREE card-making class for anyone who is interested. Bring friends, neighbors or just yourself. If you
attend the morning Bible Study, feel free to bring a snack to share with others attending. We will
have a “grazing table” to enjoy.

Whether you are an advanced card maker or have never made a card before, please come, learn
and enjoy. You will need to bring scissors and a glue stick. Debbie will plan a card and have the items
to make them. The class will include the use of punches, rubber stamps, chalks and watercolors.
Please text Debbie at 828-430-0175 to let her know you will attend so that she can have plenty of
card=making supplies. The cards you make are yours to take home and share. All are welcome.
Come and enjoy the fun and the fellowship!

Keeping Our History

Did you know New Covenant has a church historian? Debbie Little, who has scrapbooked our church
history since it began, has graciously accepted this challenge. She plans to continue scrapbooking
church activities, documenting what will be precious memories in the future. Next time you see
Debbie, please thank her for all her hard work.

The Women Had a Christmas Luncheon!

The New Covenant Ladies gathered on Tuesday, December 2, at 100
Main in Valdese for a time of food, fun, fellowship and sharing. Stories
were shared and door prizes given. Fun for all!

Dear Disciples of the New Covenant,

| know that many (most? all 1?1) of you have some technology skills, that is, using the internet,
"googling" searches, and such. Some of you even carry your technology ("phone"!!) with you nearly
everywhere you go! AND: Some of us will have a little extra time after Christmas Day passes, or
simply your usual time sitting and waiting for your restaurant order to arrive. If any of this applies to
you, and you would like to get a "step ahead" for some of our future "education sessions," "google"
(or otherwise search) for some of these "folks-and-artifacts," and we'll talk about them in coming
weeks....

1) Clement of Rome (AD 90s) 2) Ignatius of Antioch 3) The Didache 4) The Letter to Diognetus

5) Justin Martyr 6) Irenaeus 7) Tertullian 8) Clement of Alexandria (3rd century)

9) Origen 10) Cyprian of Carthage A Merry Christmas day and season to all !!
The Pastor

Burke Animal Services Collections

The new Burke Animal Shelter will be opening this Spring. The following items are being collected
for the animals they will be housing.
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Clean, used collars or leashes

Dog bowls

Clean kennels

Old towels for bathing

Fleece blankets for bedding

Pillowcases to slip over cat bedding

Clean, empty medication bottles with labels removed (for animal meds)
Dog brushes and combs

Clean old toys, such as tennis balls and squeaky toys

3

*

X3

S

X3

S

X3

S

X3

€

X3

¢

X3

¢

X3

¢

If you have or have had an animal, you may have some of these items lying in a closet. Place your
donations in a bag labeled Burke Animal Shelter, and Debbie Little will take the items to the shelter.
Thank you for your support.

Supporting Our Seminarians

The Carolinas Mission Region has eight seminarians. These folks all have different needs, are in
different situations and are at different places in their studies. As the new year begins, please pray
for them and consider sending them a supportive email. Here are their names and email addresses.

Melanie Corn mcorn900@gmail.com
Adam Foster  ahfoster77@gmail.com
Kyle Page kylepagel08 @gmail.com
Lucas Safrit Irsafrit@gmail.com

Cody Carpenter cody@holytrinitygastonia.org
Robert Dernbach  ridernbach@gmail.com
Shane Honing smh4020@gmail.com

James Price historyteacher80@aol.com
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