
Important Dates for NCLC This September 
Sunday School each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.  
Worship each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. 
Tuesday, September 3 – Old Men’s Breakfast 9:00 a.m. 
 Call Committee 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, September 8 – Ice Cream Social 
 Pack Flood Buckets for NALC Disaster Relief 
Tuesday, September 10 – Start of Zoom Bible Study 
Sunday, September 15 – Baby Shower after worship 
 Food Donation Sunday 
Wednesday, September 18 – Council at 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 25 – New Covenant Ladies at 1:00 p.m. 
Sunday, September 29 – Baptism of Artemus Jane Raymond 
Each Thursday beginning at 10:30 a.m. – Bible Study and Prayer  
 

September Birthdays 
Beverly Watts – September 12 
Dianne Hermanson – September 16 
Rose Marie Starr – September 18 
Donna Short – September 25 

Please let us know of any birthdays we may have missed. 
 

September Food Collection 
There is insufficient room to collect donations for the flood buckets and the food pantry. Save your 
non-perishable food items until Sunday, September 15, when we will again collect items for local 
food pantries.  You are welcome to wait until October to bring your food. 
 

“IDENTITY IN MISSION” WORKSHOP 
Join us for an important congregational workshop to review, pursue and 
discover opportunities for the future of New Covenant Lutheran Church. All 

members are encouraged to join this important workshop for discussion about 
the future of New Covenant as we work together to follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit in our 
midst.  The workshop will be held on Saturday, October 5 from 10 AM – 3 PM (lunch will be 
provided) and will conclude after church on Sunday, October 6 (lunch will be provided). 
 
Bible Study 
A new opportunity for Bible study will begin on Tuesday, September 10 through Zoom. A link will be 
sent to the congregation so everyone can participate. This study will be on the Gospel of Mark. 
Check your email to join this study. 
 
 

 
"Magnify" 
 We are accustomed to praying on most Sundays... 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 This prayer first appears in a sacramentary book that was composed from circa AD 900- 

1072, that is, during the 10th and 11th centuries. A sacramentary is a worship guide-book. During 

the 10th century (and before and long after), there were no "hymn books" in the pews for people to 

read and sing from during worship; many people could not read, and the printing press had not been 

invented! So, the sacramentary was a worship guide-book for the presider and leaders of the liturgy, 

prayers and scripture passages for each Sunday and special occasions of the Church year that 

worship leaders would read. The sacramentary in which this prayer appears is called the Leofric 

Missal (a Missal is the same as a sacramentary, a guide-book for worship leaders), named after 

Bishop Leofric of Exeter, England, who was bishop of Exeter from 1050-1072, who gave this book to 

his cathedral church. There is a drawing of Bishop Leofric on the first page of the missal. ~ All of this 

is to say that this prayer we say is very, very old.  

 I want to draw our attention to the conclusion of the prayer: "... that we may perfectly love 

you and worthily magnify your holy name..." When you say or hear the phrase, "worthily magnify 

your holy name," do you hear an echo of that word, "magnify," coming from somewhere else in our 

worship life?  

 The famous monk and founder of monasticism in the western Catholic tradition, St. Benedict 

of Nursia (Italy), who lived 480-547, appointed a song in his rule for monks to be sung every day for 

Evening Prayer. That song (also called a canticle) has a text taken straight from the Bible, from Luke 

1:46-55, in which our Lord's mother, Mary, sings praise to God soon after the messenger Angel 

Gabriel informs her that she will give birth to the Messiah (in Greek, "Christ"). Mary sings - as we 

sing it in LBW, page 147 -- My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord... The Latin text of this song 

reads, Magníficat ánima mea Dóminum..."My soul magnifies the Lord..." What does this word 
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"magnify" mean as it is translated into English? Some text read, like our LBW, "proclaims." Other 

English translations say "exalts," or "praises," or "shows grandly." 

 The Virgin Mary is filled with joy, inspiration, exhilaration, upon receiving this news that she 

will become a mother, and in fact, the mother of the "Most High." She sings exaltedly, praising God 

for this marvelous, unprecedented, glorious deed He has done! The word has come to her from an 

angel of God: God Himself, in the form of His Son, shall come to live among His people to save them 

from their sins; and to establish, through His Son, a kingdom that shall have no end. Mary is so 

overjoyed that she cannot contain herself, so she burst forth into song, My soul magnifies 

(proclaims) the greatness of the Lord! 

 In our prayer -- preparing for our Brief Order for Confession -- on Sunday mornings, we pray, 

...cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may ....worthily 

magnify your holy name. We are asking God the Holy Spirit to "cleanse our hearts," to stir us up!, to 

rouse us, to inspire us, because we have been promised and, indeed receive, forgiveness of our sins, 

and because we are -- have been made, through baptism -- members of His eternal, glorious 

kingdom! Forgiveness, adoption as children of God, inheritors of His kingdom! In that commonly-

prayed prayer, we are asking God to give us such inspiration that we will be like the Blessed Mother 

Mary, that our souls, our lives, will magnify the Lord, that our spirits rejoice in God our Savior! 

 Our worship life, our traditions, our prayers, are profound; they are rich with biblical 

illusions, requests to God, praise to God, and actual encounter with God! I am thankful to God for 

the times we assemble and pray and worship together! My thanks to you all for our sharing our lives, 

surrounded by the Spirit, together! 

 "The peace of the Lord be with you..." 

 From the Pastor 

 

Church Directory 

A pictorial directory is being put together. Photos of members and their families will be taken after 

each service in September, beginning September 8. A listing of friends and members of New 

Covenant is on the table in the narthex. Please check the listing to ensure the information about you 

is correct. Mark any changes that are needed so that we can have a directory that will be helpful in 

maintaining communication with each other. 

 

Call Committee Update 

As shared at a recent worship service, a Pastoral Profile has been received. Your Call Committee is in 

the process of reviewing and discussing the profile, interviewing the candidate, and determining the 

next steps for us in this process. While waiting can be hard, we know the Holy Spirit is working with 

us as we pray and consider our next steps. Remember, this call process is about “waiting for the 

Lord.” As we wait together, please keep the Call Committee and its members (Beverly, Conrad, 

Dianne, Julie, Lloyd and Shawn) in your prayers. 

 
Food for Thought 

         God is never in a hurry but always on time! 

 

For Men Only 

Have you ever thought about having an opportunity to get together as a 

group of men to just talk about those things that men discuss? I am 

wondering if there is any interest in such a group here at New Covenant. 

This could be a group of men who gather once a month for fellowship and 

discussion. We could have a short devotion led by a member of the 

group and go from there. We could talk about ways to serve our congregation, our community and 

any other subject. It would serve as a good opportunity for the men of the church to get to know 

and share with each other. If you have an interest in this, please let me know either at church or by 

calling me at 856-430-3671. We could then pick a time to meet and discuss further what we want to 

achieve. 

An organization meeting is scheduled foe Saturday, October 19, at 9:00 a.m. at the church. Hope to 

see you there! Yours in Christ, Allan Hermanson 
 

Correspondence 

I am extremely happy to be a part of New Covenant. Even before becoming a member I was just as 

welcomed and helped. I was even given moving supplies even though some worried about my 

attendance after I moved. As an adult I never imagined how welcoming, caring, and thoughtful one 

group of people can be. I was originally going to go to church with Kamara a time or two then brush 

it off. But the thing that every one person did, made this fit. New Covenant has changed my life, but 

more-so those inside who took the time, to know what was what. I want to thank you from the 

bottom of my heart. Side Note: This is the first time a person has gone above and beyond and 

brought me communion at home. We are blessed to have such a pastor. New Covenant is on its way 

to changing my life for the better.  Thank you! Danielle Keller 


